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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS  OF THE

CONTEMPORARY ART GROUP

ARTICLE 1.       NAME

This organization shall be called the Contemporary Art Group herein referred to as CAG.

ARTICLE 2.       PURPOSE

The purpose of this organization shall be to provide a forum for the discussion and exchange of ideas and information related to the contemporary art world; to educate the general public; to open up avenues for members to show their work in order to promote and gain recognition; and to offer constructive criticism and encouragement to members in the pursuit of individual and joint art endeavors.  This organization shall be formed exclusively for educational purposes under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.  

ARTICLE  3.      LIMITATIONS

Section 1.          The organization shall participate only in those activities which are in keeping with the purpose

                          and objectives stated in this Constitution.

Section 2.
Funds of the organization shall be used for CAG-related purposes upon approval of the 

                          Executive Board.

Section 3.  
Upon dissolution of this organization, after all fines and obligations are met, the remaining assets shall be distributed for one (1) or more exempt purpose(s) approved by vote of two-thirds (2/3) of members present within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or corresponding section of any future federal tax code or shall be distributed to the federal government or to a state local government for a public purpose approved by vote of two-thirds (2/3) of members present . 

ARTICLE 4.
MEMBERSHIP

Section 1.       
This organization shall not discriminate against applicants on the basis of race, color, gender, age, religion, or national or ethnic origin.

Section 2.  
Membership is open to any adult who is an artist, a past artist or a supporter of 
                          the visual arts.
Section 3.
The annual dues for members shall be determined by a vote of the members upon recommendation of the Executive Board.

Section 4.          Members shall support the CAG with the payments of annual dues payable by January 31 or by the end of the month joined.  New members joining CAG after June 30 shall be assessed one-half (1/2) the annual dues.  Members may be assessed additional fees as needed.

Section 5.
Members wishing to participate in CAG shows must (1) attend at least one meeting per quarter, (2) help with CAG shows, and (3) serve on at least one (1) committee or serve on the Executive Board. 

Section 6.     
The membership year shall begin on January 1 and end on December 31.

ARTICLE 5.
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Section 1.
The officers of this organization shall be President or Co-Presidents, Vice-President,

Secretary, and Treasurer.  Members-at-large, elected by the membership and appointed by the President as needed, shall also serve on the Board.

Section 2.
The term of office shall be two (2) years.  Officers shall be elected for a term of two (2) years at

                          the Annual Meeting and shall assume office at that time.   No officer shall be eligible to serve 

more than two (2) consecutive terms in the same office unless additional consecutive term(s) of           two (2) years are approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present.

Section 3.
In the event of a vacancy in office, the President shall appoint a replacement with the approval

                          of the Executive Board.

ARTICLE 6.      DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1.
The President shall preside at all meetings of CAG and at all meetings of the Executive Board

The President shall be responsible for appointing all Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs and members-at-large as needed.  

Section 2. 
The Vice-President shall assist the President and assume the duties of the President in 

                          his/her absence. 

Section 3. 
The Secretary shall keep all records of the CAG and shall keep minutes, including roll calls, of  

                     
the Executive Board and of all general and special meetings.  The Secretary shall send out 

out notices, shall attend to all correspondence of the CAG, and shall file any required certificates. 

Section 4.
The Treasurer shall be the custodian of the funds of the CAG, shall receive all monies, and shall make payments of all approved expenses.  The Treasurer shall keep accurate accounts,                      present financial reports at membership meetings, prepare an annual report, prepare an annual budget, and submit all records for annual audit.   The Treasurer shall be the chair of the Finance Committee.  The Treasurer shall file all necessary forms.

ARTICLE 7.
STANDING COMMITTEES

Section 1. 
The chairs or co-chairs of all committees shall be appointed annually by the President to serve for a one (1) year term.  Standing Committees may include the following:  Show Procurement Committee, Refreshment Committee, Publicity Committee, Hanging/Receiving Committee, Art News Committee, Telephone Committee, Program Committee, Nominating Committee, Rules Committee, and Finance Committee.  Chairs/Co-Chairs of all standing committees shall report on their activities and submit a written report to the President at the Annual Meeting.


Section 2.
Special committees may be appointed by the President as needed.

Section 3.
Responsibilities of Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs:



Show Procurement- responsible for procuring and scheduling art shows for CAG
members.



Refreshment- responsible for coordinating refreshments for art shows and meetings.

Publicity- responsible for providing local publications with articles and pictures relevant to CAG activities.

Hanging/Receiving- responsible for coordinating the receiving, hanging, and pick up of artwork at CAG shows.  Responsible for determining the eligibility of members for participation in each

   

show.

Art News- responsible for publishing and circulating news of CAG and activities relevant to members.



Telephone- responsible for contacting members who do not have email.

Program- responsible for coordinating programs, speakers, and demonstrations for membership meetings.

Nominating- responsible for chairing the committee that selects the candidates for officers and at least one (1) Members-at-large.  Responsible for presenting the slate of candidates as defined in these bylaws. 

Rules- responsible for updating the bylaws and guidelines, with approved revisions, and for circulating them to members.

Finance- responsible for developing and reviewing fiscal procedures and preparing the annual budget.  The financial records of the organization are public information and shall be made available to the membership and the public.  The fiscal year shall be the calendar year.

ARTICLE 8.
MEETINGS

Section 1.
Regular Meetings
A minimum of six (6) meetings shall be held each year.  Meetings shall be held on the third Wednesday of the month, unless changed by the President.  Additional meetings may be called by the President or Executive Board.  

Section 2.         Order of Business 

The Order of Business at regular meetings shall be:  1. Roll call,   2. Reading of the minutes of the prior meeting,  3. Committee Reports,  4. Reports of Officers,   5. Old Business,   6. New Business, and  7. Adjournment.

Section 3.
Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting shall be held in the month of January for the purpose of electing officers, filing of annual reports, and transaction of any other business.  Members shall be notified at least two (2) weeks prior to the date of the meeting.

Section 4.
Special Meetings 

Special meetings shall be called upon the request of the President, or upon request of at least two (2) members of the Executive Board, or upon request of fifty (50) percent of the members of CAG.  Notice of special meetings, stating the purpose of the meeting and by whom it was called, shall be sent out by the Secretary to each member at least two (2) weeks in advance of the meeting.

Section 5.
Quorum- Ten (10) members shall constitute a quorum at any of the above meetings.  A quorum must be present before business can be transacted or motions made or passed.

Section 6.  
Voting
Voting shall be by voice or ballot.  In special cases, designated by the Board of Directors or by fifty (50) percent of members of CAG, a mail vote may be taken.  A printed ballot and return envelope shall be sent out by the Secretary to each member at least two (2) weeks in advance of the meeting.  Ballots returned before the next meeting will be counted.

ARTICLE 9.
ELECTIONS

Section 1.
The Nominating Committee shall be composed of five (5) CAG members appointed by the President.  At least three (3) members shall be selected from the general membership.

Section 2.
The Nominating Committee shall select the candidates for the executive officers and at least one (1) member-at-large. 

Section 3.
The Nominating Committee shall present the slate of officers and at least one (1) member-at- large at the meeting prior to the Annual Meeting.  The election of Board members shall take place at the Annual Meeting.  Nominations from the floor shall be accepted at that time.

Section 4.
The new President-elect shall appoint his/her Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs and members-at-large as needed.

ARTICLE 10.
AMENDMENT

Section 1.  
The bylaws can be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present.  Members shall have been notified of the proposed changes at least two (2) weeks in advance of the vote.

Section 2.
The bylaws shall be reviewed every two (2) years.

ARTICLE 11.
RULES OF ORDER

Roberts Rules of Order shall be the parliamentary authority for all matters of procedure not covered by these bylaws.

.

10/24/07

