PREPARATION OF ARTWORK

FOR DISPLAY IN CAG SHOWS

© Maxine King

Show Expectations:

1.   Dues for the current membership year need to be paid in full.

2.  To be eligible to exhibit in CAG shows, members must attended CAG meetings and/or contribute to the operation of the group.  
3.  The artwork may only be shown once at each exhibit location, whether CAG or not.

The exception being for sculpture, since it takes such a long time to create.  Please try to alternate sculptures at a specified location.  Please keep a record of where the artwork has been exhibited, or simply keep track on the back of the work. 

4.  Artwork should be original, solely produced by the submitting-artist, and as current as possible.  Contemporary Art Group members who show with us should be actively working in their selected media. 
Framing Expectations:

1.  Those submitting matted artwork should note that main mat should be white or off-white, because we want the public to focus on the artwork – rather than the framing.  Dark or colored mats can be a distraction from nearby artwork . A mat liner may be used.  It is suggested that frames be simple - so as to not detract from your artwork and others.  Artwork presented in a manner deemed unsuitable may be denied hanging in the show.

2.   Please use professional braided wire or plastic-coated braided wire on all framed work.  Wire should be positioned 1/3 the way down the height of the frame.  The wire should be nearly taught so as to hang properly from the Walker Display System.  

3.  ‘Screw eyes’ or loop fasteners should be screwed into wooden frames and braided wire attached. 

Metal frames have moveable metal brackets again screwed into the frame - where the braided wire should be attached.  

If the wire is not attached to the frame in a safe manner, the work cannot be hung.

Inadequate/unsafe framing:

a.  Sawtooth hangers- centered at the top of a frame are not secure enough and are not allowed.  A metal hoop centered on the backing board is inadequate and cannot be hung. 

b.  Clip frames of any type are not allowed.   A clip frame is not substantial enough for our purposes. 

c.  Metal Strips on a backing board are not meant to be used for wiring the picture  Wires need to be attached to the frame - not a backing board that might pop out of the frame.
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4.  Simple framing or strip framing is encouraged for OIL PAINTINGS.   Other options:  painted or securely taped edges.  Wet oil paintings cannot be hung.  Oil paintings need to breathe, therefore, plexi or glass should not cover oil paintings.  
As the professionals we should model good framing technique for the public.
5.  Using glass GLAZING is at your own risk - no matter the size.  We take every care to handle your piece properly; however, the artist assumes responsibility for repair costs if it is damaged.  
Remember large pieces of glass are very heavy and can be dangerous to those doing the hanging and to the viewing public, if they fall.    We recommend Plexiglas for large pieces.  

6.  Sculptors are responsible to set up their work on their own pedestals.  Please get direction from the head of the Hanging Committee as to where the set up should be.

To Do’s before delivering the artwork:

1.  Submit artwork information online or by phone to the show coordinator by the due date announced.  Please realize that we must meet the venue’s deadlines for printed information.
2.  On the back of your artwork you must note the name of the artist, title, medium, and price (price includes gallery’s commission.)  Incomplete information causes delays and may cause your piece to be denied entry into the show.  Additionally keep track on a separate list or on the back of the artwork where the piece has been shown.

3.  Please deliver and pickup your artwork at the set date/time.  Or please make prior arrangements for someone else to do this, when you are unable.  Artists must provide the name of an alternate person will pick up their work in the artist’s absence.  Don’t leave show monitors with lingering problems; be respectful of those donating their time.  Those failing to observe deadlines may be denied participation in upcoming shows.
4.  Insurance:  Artists shall be responsible for insuring their own artworks.  All reasonable care will be taken with artwork, but neither CAG nor the host gallery shall be held responsible for damage of any kind to your artwork, including theft.  Your participation in the show constitutes acceptance of this declaration.
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